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Super Trouper, ABBAS seventh album, was released in Swe- 
den on November 3, 1980, orly a few weeks alter the last mis 
ing sessions for the album. This was not the frst time that ABBA 
hod completed an LP just shorty betore It was due for release. 
In his cate the recording ol the ttle track started as lata as a 
‘month betore me abum reached record shops 

Work onthe Super Trouper LP had commenced in January, 
when Björn and Benny Rew to Barbados for a songerting hok 
dn was a repeat ot the previous year's fortunate experience 
in he Bahamas, where they wrote several of the songs for the 
Vouez. Vous atum. 

This time they completed no less than fve songs: Andante. 
Andante, The Piper, Happy New Year, On And On And On and 
lane. The frst four songs were included on the completed 
bon, wile Elane ended up the B-side of he single The Winner 
Takes ۲ AL thas been added as a bonus trach to Mis CO. 
release of Super Trouper. Among the other of tese fest few 


songs was Happy New Year, which actualy started Me as an 
dea for a musical, The pot woud be centred around a New 
‘Years Eve, a thought that got into Björn and Benny's heads on 
the plane over to Barbados. They ran into the coman John 
Cleese at the holday resort and asked hien if he woud be inter: 
ested in wrting a manuscript. When Cinese tumed them down, 
the dea was abandoned. 


After the first basic recordings had been completed, ABBA 
traveled to Japan in March for a two week period of concerts. R- 
marked the completion c the tour that had been started in North 
America and Europe the previous Autumn, as also the group's 
lastever We performances on foreign soi. ABBA were never 
especialy fond ol touring, so it has to be assumed it was not wih 
especialy heavy hearts that hey returned to Sweden afterwards. 

April saw the completion of the frst tracks for the be 
Songwriting and recording sessions then continued throughout 
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‘he Spring and Summer of 1980, This period produced the frst 
‘ingle to be released from the album. The Winer Takes It A is 
by common consent retarded as one of ABRAS very best recor 
ings, and perhaps Agnetis nest vocal performance eer 

Lyricist Björn has admite that the words to the song were 
coloured by the dvorce between himsel! and Agnetha. But he 
has also pointed out that the brics were more a reflection on the 
partul experience of spitting up, rather than a lera depicton 
‘on what the couple had been through, “There were no winners in 
ac dvorce, as he so succ put it. 


The Winner Takes It All vas accompanied by an evocatve 
Video, as ever directed by Lasse Hallström (today a prominent 
movie director intis own right What's Eating Gibert rape, The 
Cider House Rules, Chocolat, ec.) with Agnetha acting the part 
of an abandoned woman amdst the other thee, happy laugh 
ing band members, The single hit number one in countries such 
26 Great Brain, Tho Nethovands, Belgium and South Alica, 
reaching the Top 5 in plenty more. Around the same ime that 


Write more personal yrs. Our Last Summer was based on his 
own melancholy memory of a teenage romance in France. 

Towards the fal sessions for he album, it was decided that 
the LP was going to be titled Super Trouper. Te name referred 
to the coloqual term lor the gigantic spotlights used at events 
such as stadum concerts. Wih Frida on lead vocals, Super 
Trouper was yet another worldwide smash hit for ABBA. In some 
countries, On And On And On was chosen as the second single 
instead. K Australia, for instance, he song became a Top 10 ht. 

bum cover designer Rune Sbderqvst and photographer 
Lars Larsson associated the spotlights with a circus eiro 
ment, however. “Circus” became the keyword in teir discus- 
sions, and one thing led to anther. Their idea for a sleeve 
design was to take a picture of ABBA surrounded by circus per- 
formers = in London's Pecadiy Orcus. 

But those plans soon ground to a halt, Soderqust was 
informed by the London authorities that there was a law against 
entertainers or animals appearing n the central parts ol the cay- 
Aoparenty this was because there re so many theatres in the 


“The words to the song were coloured by the divorce” 


The Winner Takes Al was made, ABBA als recorded Our Last 
Sommer. On Wis song, f was Frida who handled the lead vocals. 
The words were yet another example of Bor’ tendencies to 
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are, and they would otherwise have taken the opportunity to 
stage publicity stunts. That effective kiled the London idea. 
Instead, the decision was made to stage a photo shoot in Stoch- 


ham. The Europa Fim Stato was booked forthe evening ol 
October 3, 1980. eee ccs performers were tired, wie 
fne ABRA members and es and brought tngeter as many 


he photo session fr De atum sieve, Byrn and Beny set 10 
Work in he stu to try came up weh a new song. By pure 
‘uch, We aum le انبج‎ hd ready been chosen happened to 


"Super Trouper was yet another worldwide smash hit for ABBA" 


acqpartarces as hey odd ed. The purpose was to crete the 
dece أن‎ a huge crowd surrounding ABBA م‎ the picture, Apart 
Mom the cus artists, the pele appearing cover picture 
are employees rom ABBA record company Polar Mose some 
low rac and segers, as wel as personal fend who 
had absoktely no conection to the music business, Al the 
assembled acquantances were instructed to dress up in varous 
estue costumes and to any heavy male. 


‘While plans for this album sleeve pito session were made, 
ABBA were in Me very bast stages of recordings or the new 
tum. A few weeks sare they had recorded standout tacks 
uch as Me And eur an Eartha Kttespred ead vocal by 
Fra, and Lay N Your Love On Me, an Age dance trick 
whch ganad a led unge eave in ho Spring ot 1981, The 
per iso Started work on a song cated Put On Your ۰ 
Sum. But à while eto he condi ol e rack, Me gro 
arte ere that ey had go nac right. The decision 
was de K lave he th released Anst a tow days betore 


Mas the e to the new composition as wel. Super Trower 
‘became the opes track on the new am, as wel as the sec 
‘ond single to be released rom the sessione. Wah Frida on ead 
vocals, Super Trouper became yet another worldwide smash N 
e ABBA 

Pat On Your Whte Sombrero, which aiso feared a Frida 
ead, woukî languish in the vas or 14 years beore t was 
included on the box set Thank You For The Muse 1994, By 
"ot tn, Bien and Benny had changed ther meds about Ue 
recording and were qute happy to see ts release. Natural, Put 
On Your ite Sombrero has been ichs as a bonus tack on. 
this co. 


Super Trouper became ove ot BA bes seling stum ever 
The cong track of the LP was The Way O Friends Do, a hw 
recording rom the group shows at Werbely Avena i Novem- 
ber 1979. in height. tes Aud Lang Soste song fune: 
eaat face to the core put part ol he group's career. 
ABBAS wind donn years were entr around the comer, = 
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